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District, I would like to thank Lt Gen Scobee 
for his service and wish him the best in his re-
tirement. 
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RECOVERING AMERICA’S 
WILDLIFE ACT, H.R. 2773 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 16, 2022 

Mr. WITTMAN. Madam Speaker, as a 
sportsman, I have long been a supporter and 
cosponsor of the Recovering America’s Wild-
life Act (RAWA). 

This bipartisan legislation aims to promote 
and enhance Virginia’s and our nation’s con-
servation efforts and ensure the health of fish 
and wildlife across the U.S. RAWA would pro-
vide dedicated funding for the implementation 
of state fish and wildlife agencies’ action plans 
and complement the American System of 
Conservation Funding, which is the financial 
contributions of hunters, anglers, target shoot-
ers, and boaters through excise taxes and re-
lated user fees, to ensure healthy populations 
of fish and wildlife for future generations to 
enjoy. 

These conservation efforts could include re-
introduction of imperiled species, conserving 
and restoring important habitat, fighting 
invasive species and disease, and more. This 
would significantly reduce the number of spe-
cies in decline and would ultimately prevent 
these species from needing protections af-
forded under the Endangered Species Act. 
Restoring fish, wildlife, and their habitats is an 
effective way to restore critical natural infra-
structure, create resilient habitats and commu-
nities, create jobs, and is an issue of national 
importance that has no political affiliation. 

Unfortunately, I was not able to support 
H.R. 2773 on the House floor (Roll No. 267) 
because of changes to the bill text and failed 
attempts to address spending offsets after the 
Natural Resources Committee reported the bill 
on June 9, 2022. The bill that came to the 
floor contained substantial differences than the 
original introduced version of H.R. 2773. Addi-
tionally, the Majority failed to work with Repub-
licans to address spending offsets and include 
a sunset provision. 

I still support the original intent of RAWA to 
support State and tribal conservation efforts to 
restore wildlife. I look forward to Senate action 
to advance these goals while addressing the 
concerns of Natural Resources Committee Re-
publicans and bill cosponsors that arouse 
when this legislation was considered on the 
House floor. 
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HONORING KENNETH ‘‘BABYFACE’’ 
EDMONDS, SINGER, SONG-
WRITER, AND PRODUCER 

HON. ANDRÉ CARSON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 16, 2022 

Mr. CARSON. Madam Speaker, today I rise 
to honor Kenneth Edmonds, better known as 
Babyface, an Indianapolis native, who will be 
inducted into the Madam Walker Legacy Cen-
ter Walk of Fame on June 17, 2022. 

Kenneth was born in Indianapolis to Marvin 
and Barbara Edmonds and raised in our great 
city. He began songwriting at the young age of 
12 years old, and after taking on the name 
Babyface, he signed his first record deal after 
joining his first band Manchild. He later joined 
The Deele which enjoyed a fast breakthrough 
into the music world for their R&B and funk 
hits. 

Kenneth has created a legacy through his 
music. His second album, ‘‘Tender Lover’’, 
which included the hit singles ‘‘It’s No Crime’’ 
and ‘‘Whip Appeal’’, went double platinum and 
became a critically acclaimed triumph. Baby-
face continued to share his talents as a co- 
songwriter with noteworthy artists such as 
Johnny Gill, Whitney Houston, and Boyz II 
Men. He was later nominated for a Grammy 
Award for Album of the Year for his unforget-
table work on The Bodyguard Soundtrack. 

Kenneth went on to release ‘‘For the Cool in 
You’’, winning his first Grammy for ‘‘When I 
Can See You Again’’ for Best Male R&B 
Vocal. While continuing to win consecutive 
Grammys for Producer of Year, and working 
with versatile artists, he released, starred, and 
created the soundtrack for the 1997 movie, 
Soul Food. 

Throughout his successes, Kenneth has 
maintained a respectful approach to his work 
and an endearing sense of humility—typifying 
our beloved Hoosier values. He has three chil-
dren for whom he sets a remarkable example. 
Kenneth is a dedicated philanthropist, sup-
porting organizations making a difference in 
the fields of health, education, and more. His 
list of achievements and awards are impres-
sive, and his hometown is overjoyed with his 
latest recognition from the Madam Walker 
Legacy Center. 

Today, I ask my colleagues to join me in 
honoring Kenny ‘‘Babyface’’ Edmonds. Our 
community is proud of his success and impact 
in the music industry, Indiana and our country. 
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RECOVERING AMERICA’S 
WILDLIFE ACT OF 2021 

SPEECH OF 

HON. GWEN MOORE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2022 

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in support of the Recovering Amer-
ica’s Wildlife Act, legislation that I have co-
sponsored which would strengthen our re-
sponse to habitat loss, climate change, and 
disease impacting the health and well-being of 
threatened and endangered wildlife throughout 
our country. 

Habitat loss, climate change, invasive spe-
cies, disease, and severe weather have all 
taken a severe toll on birds, mammals, fish, 
amphibians, reptiles, butterflies, and bees. It is 
important that we take bold steps and invest 
in collaborative solutions to protect our wildlife. 

According to the National Wildlife Federa-
tion, approximately one-third of bird species in 
North America are in urgent need of conserva-
tion action and over forty percent of American 
freshwater fish are currently at risk of extinc-
tion. Recent ecological changes, such as the 
increasing number of wildfires and rising aver-
age water temperatures, are pushing many 
species of animals towards endangerment and 

extinction. As the representative for the great 
city of Milwaukee, located on beautiful Lake 
Michigan, I know just how important wildlife is 
to our economy, outdoor recreation, and the 
well-being of the environment. 

This bill would bring much-needed re-
sources to state, local and tribal wildlife pro-
fessionals tasked with conserving wildlife and 
their habitat. The legislation would provide 
funding for the conservation or restoration of 
wildlife and plant species of the greatest con-
servation need, to implement the wildlife con-
servation strategies of states, territories, the 
District of Columbia and tribal governments, 
and support wildlife conservation education 
and recreation projects. Unless we invest in 
proactive, innovative solutions, we risk losing 
thousands of species. 

I was happy to support this bill. Passing this 
legislation would be a good step in our con-
tinuing efforts to protect our environment and 
wildlife for the enjoyment of current and future 
generations. 
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HONORING PRESIDENT PAUL TRI-
BLE ON HIS RETIREMENT FROM 
CHRISTOPHER NEWPORT UNI-
VERSITY 

HON. ROBERT C. ‘‘BOBBY’’ SCOTT 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 16, 2022 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute to the Honorable Paul 
Trible for his 26 years of extraordinary service 
as the president of Christopher Newport Uni-
versity located in Newport News, Virginia. 

Prior to his service at Christopher Newport 
University, President Trible served as a Com-
monwealth’s Attorney for Essex County, Vir-
ginia before being elected to represent Vir-
ginia’s First Congressional District in the 
United States House of Representatives. After 
serving three terms in this chamber, President 
Trible was then elected to the United States 
Senate, where he served one term. After 
working as a teaching fellow at Harvard Uni-
versity, he returned to the Virginia Peninsula 
to serve as president of Christopher Newport 
University. 

Over the course of his tenure, President Tri-
ble has ensured that Christopher Newport Uni-
versity has remained focused on both the aca-
demic achievement and personal development 
of its students, a focus which is exemplified by 
the establishment of the President’s Leader-
ship Program. Through a combination of aca-
demic study and community service, the pro-
gram prepares students for a life of leader-
ship, service and civic responsibility. 

Under Mr. Trible’s presidency, enrollment at 
Christopher Newport grew from 2,920 to over 
4,700, with a graduation rate of 74 percent. 
Full-time faculty also increased from 166 to 
282, and the university library’s holdings in-
creased to 1.2 million volumes. In 1996, Presi-
dent Trible worked with then-Delegate Alan 
Diamonstein to secure a $5 million appropria-
tion for the university’s Ferguson Center for 
the Arts and a 21 percent increase in the uni-
versity’s operating funds. Since then, Presi-
dent Trible has overseen $1 billion in con-
struction projects, including the recent $60 mil-
lion, 83,00-square-foot Mary M. Torggler Fine 
Arts Center. The university’s endowment, 
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